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Covid-19 Vaccines: Let Us All Get Vaccinated
By: Anis Ansari, MD
The second wave of 
COVID-19 continues 
to cause devastation 
in the United States 
and around the world. 
In the US, coronavirus 
cases have skyrocketed 
to more than 250,000 
daily and death toll 
more than 2500 daily for 
the past one week as of 
December 14, 2020. Due 
to enormous suffering 
and long wait, arrival of 
COVID-19 vaccine has 
created great excitement 
in large population. The 
process of approval, 
distribution and ad-
ministration is moving 
forward rapidly. First 
dose of the vaccine has 
already been adminis-
tered in the United King-
dom and Russia. There 
are many people who are 

skeptical about getting 
the vaccine. How do you 
convince those to get the 
vaccine?. 
First COVID-19 vac-

cine available made by 
Pfizer and BioNtech is a 
messenger RNA-based 
vaccine which is 95% 
effective. It just received 

approval for emergency 
use authorization for 
use in the US starting 

Cont. on page 14

Muslim Turkish Couple  
Behind Pfizer COVID Vaccine
By: Zaid Aleem
As cases of the novel 
coronavirus continue 
to increase nationwide, 
healthcare officials are 
confident that a vaccine 
is on the way. Dr. An-
thony Fauci, director of 
the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases and a mem-
ber of the White House 
coronavirus task force, 
told ABC News Thursday 
that he is hopeful that the “ordinary citizen 

should be able to get” a 
vaccine as early as April 
2021. This good news 
comes amid a vaccine 
development by BioN-
Tech, a German compa-
ny, in partnership with 
U.S. pharmaceutical 
giant Pfizer. According 

to Pfizer, the vaccine was 
more than 90% effective 
in preventing infection in 
volunteers during clinical 
trials.
But news of the vaccine 
is not the only exciting 
part of the story. The 

Cont. on page 14

Despots’ Scholars 
Declare Muslim 

Brothers Terrorists

By: Dr. Aslam Abdullah
The War on Islam is not 
new. The war on Islam 
by Muslims claiming 
to be the voice of Is-
lam is also not new. It 
was 60 years after the 
Prophet’s departure 
from the world, Yezid 
bin Muwaiya led the 

most devastating war 
against the movement 
challenging his polit-
ical authority. Since 
then, despots and dicta-
tors have used actions 
to silence voices that 
question their legitima-
cy. Their most effective 

Cont. on page 13
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Muslim Men Said The FBI Put Them On No-Fly List For 
Retribution, SCOTUS Grants Them The Right To Sue

By: Aysha Qamar
On Thursday, the Su-
preme Court unanimous-
ly ruled in favor of three 
Muslim men who said 
they were wrongly placed 
wrongly on a “no-fly” 
list. The men, all U.S. 
residents, went to court 
on the basis that the FBI 
put them on the gov-
ernment’s no-fly list for 
refusing to spy on U.S. 
Muslim communities and 
act as informants. All 
three men were allegedly 
placed on the list without 
evidence to prove that 
they threatened airline 
or passenger security. As 
a result of being on the 
list, not only were the 
three men’s reputations 
and employment sta-
tuses harmed, but they 
could not visit family in 
Pakistan, Afghanistan, 
and Yemen for a span of 
years.
The Supreme Court’s 
decision, the latest in a 
spate of rulings in favor 
of religious liberties, 
allows the men to sue the 

FBI agents for monetary 
damages under a federal 
law protecting religious 
exercise.
The 1993 Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act 
“permits litigants, when 
appropriate, to obtain 
money damages against 
federal officials in their 
individual capacities,” 
Justice Clarence Thomas 
wrote. According to Reu-

ters, while the law does 
not specify the type of 
relief, the court held that 
monetary damages were 
appropriate here.
The case began in 2013 
with plaintiffs Muham-
mad Tanvir and Jameel 
Algibhah from New York 
and Naveed Shinwari 
from Connecticut. The 
men alleged that they 
were put on the no-fly list 

after repeatedly refusing 
to spy on religious com-
munities because they 
believed that would vio-
late their beliefs. Accord-
ing to the men’s attorney, 
Ramzi Kasseem, each of 
the men on separate oc-
casions answered agents’ 
questions truthfully after 
being approached, but 
decided  “none wanted to 
serve as an informant on 
his Muslim community, 

in part because to do so 
violated his religious 
beliefs.”
“Rather than accepting 
that refusal, the FBI 
agents persisted — in 
some instances threat-
ening individual Respon-
dents with deportation 
and arrest and in other 
instances offering fi-
nancial incentives and 

Cont. on page 13

It’s cold in the camps. 
Help deliver 1  million tons of 

fire fuel to save refugees’ 
lives this winter.
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Muslims Voted Against  
Trump But Less So Than 2016

By: Yousuf Ali
The 2020 election was marked 
by unprecedented turnout 
levels amongst the general 
public with current estimates 
being about 2/3rds of American 
electorate voting in the presi-
dential election with votes still 
being counted. Furthermore, 
this was a fairly active year 
for the Muslim community 
who were extra motivsted by 
the the Trump administration 
being up for re-election.
Many Muslim organizations 
put extra efforts into organiz-
ing this election cycle including 
Emgage. At the same time, 
there were surprising results 
regarding Muslim support 
levels despite the organizing 
efforts and acticism mentioned 
beforehand. The majority of 
Muslims voted for Biden, but 
Donald Trump received a 
greater level of Muslims sup-
port than he did in 2016.
NPR did a story documenting 
some of the sources of sup-
port for the Republican party 
within the Muslim community. 
According to NPR, “ In fact, 
Trump appears to have gotten 
more, not less support from 

American Muslims. Associated 
Press exit polls show 35% of 
Muslims voted for Trump and 
64% for Joe Biden. A separate 
poll from a Muslim civil rights 
group found that 17% of Mus-
lims voted for Trump, but that 
was still up by 4 percentage 
points from its poll in 2016. 
Muslims make up a small per-
centage of the population, but 
their vote is key in states such 
as Michigan. It’s a state where 
Biden won by about 155,000 
votes. Trump won Michigan in 
2016 by under 11,000.”
Furthermore, race was the big-

gest predictor of whether or not 
Muslims were likely to vote for 
Trump, with th[ose] identifying 
as White being more likely to 
vote for Trump. According the 
Emgage CEO, “But when you 
understand that the Muslim 
community is not a monolith 
and that it includes those 
who – for example – may have 
supported Trump’s economic 
policies, or policies on taxes 
and may have supported his 
perceived position on certain 
foreign policy issues … it’s 
not as surprising.” ISPU also 
provided commentary to the 
NPR story.

CAIR, Jetpac, MPower Change Release 
Preliminary Report On Muslim Candidates

CAIR, Jetpac, MPower Change 
Release Preliminary Report on 
Muslim Candidates Who Ran 
for Public Office in 2020, Com-
prehensive Report to Follow 
170 candidates were on 2020 
ballots across 28 states and 
Washington D.C., highest 
number since the 3 organiza-
tions started mapping electoral 
progress of those who identify 
as Muslim
The Council on American-Is-
lamic Relations (CAIR), the 
nation’s largest Muslim civil 
rights and advocacy organi-
zation, Jetpac, a representa-

tion-driven organization that 
trains American Muslims who 
want to run for office, and 
MPower Change, the largest 
Muslim-led social and racial 
justice organization in the 
United States, today released a 
preliminary report of all Mus-
lim-identifying candidates who 
ran for public office in 2020.
donatebuttonSNAPSHOT: 
170 candidates were on 2020 
ballots across 28 states and 
Washington D.C., which is the 
highest number since the three 
organizations started mapping 
the electoral progress of politi-

cians who identify as Muslim.
SEE: American Muslims 
Breaking Barriers in Politics 
2020
“This report is a testament to 
the future of American Mus-
lims in politics. Candidates 
who ran for political office 
worked together with a diverse 
body of coalitions to instill 
political change in their com-
munities and pursue justice for 
all,” said CAIR National Ex-
ecutive Director Nihad Awad. 
“Our fight for a more inclusive 
America does not end here. We 

Cont. on page 12
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Why Are Farmers Revolting In India?
By: Dr. Aslam Abdullah
India’s farmers are in re-
volt against the recently 
imposed laws that would 
loosen rules around the 
sale, pricing, and stor-
age of farm produce that 
protected India’s farmers 
for decades.
The new laws allow 
private buyers to hoard 
essential commodities for 
future sales and dictate 
farmers their production 
choice.
Most farmers in India 
currently sell their prod-
ucts at government-con-
trolled wholesale mar-
kets at assured prices. 
Committees comprising 
farmers run these mar-
kets called Mandis.
Initially, the private 
buyers may offer a better 
price than the markets 
where farmers sell their 
products at present. But 
gradually, depending 
on their return rate, the 
private buyers will deter-
mine the value and the 
products they buy. The 
farmers also fear that the 
government policy would 
force many farmers to 
sell their land to big cor-

porations.
Farmers are suspicious 
of government policies. 
Modi government’s close 
relations with big corpo-
rations are the leading 
cause of the suspicion. 
Farmers feel that it is 
an effort to marginalize 
them and make them 
dependents on big corpo-
rations to change their 
farming style they have 
practiced for centuries.
Economists suggest that 
this policy would help 
farmers in the longer 
run. Still, the govern-
ment is not ready to 
give a written assurance 
that the current market 
system will continue to 
coexist, and farmers will 
be autonomous to choose 
what they deem suitable 
for their land and condi-
tions.
India has an arable land 
area of 394.6 million 
acres, and it is the sec-
ond-largest in the world, 
after the United States. 
Its gross irrigated crop 
area of 215.6 million 
acres is the largest in the 
world.
India has 16.6 million 

farmers and 131,000 
traders. The sale of trac-
tors in the country stood 
at 804,000 units in 2019, 
with the export of 80,475 
units.
India exports Basmati 
Rice, Fresh Vegetables, 
Groundnut, Fresh Fruits, 
Processed Fruits & Juic-
es, Cereal Preparations, , 
Alcoholic Beverages, Pro-
cessed Vegetables, Dairy 
Products, Pulses, Cocoa 
Products, Sheep/Goat 
Meat, Poultry Products, 
Fruits / Vegetable Seeds, 
Wheat, Animal Casings, 
Processed Meat and Beef.
Exports of Agricultural 
Products in India aver-
aged 84.6 Billion Indian 
Rupees from 1991 until 
2020. The export value 
of beef products is about 
$6 billion a year, and the 
goat and sheep meat is 

$95 million.
The Indian corporate 
world is aware of agricul-
tural and other farm-re-
lated products’ export 
potential and believes 
that it can multiply its 
profits by controlling the 
farmers and their pro-
duction. In this corporate 
led-push, the BJP-led 
government sees an op-
portunity to increase its 
foreign reserves and rule 
the world food market. 
Most of India’s corporate 
world is ideologically in 
tune with the Hindutva 
group, the RSS. India’s 
export is also through the 
RSS operatives in differ-
ent countries.
Will this help small and 
medium farmers? The 
people working in the ag-
ricultural sector are not 
convinced. They see in 

the government push a 
sinister scheme to force 
them to sell their land 
and become dependent 
on corporations to deter-
mine what they produce 
and what they eat. Ag-
riculture employs more 
than 50? of the Indian 
workforce and contrib-
uted 20% to the coun-
try’s GDP. The entry 
of the corporate world, 
as estimated by econo-
mists, may increase the 
production and consoli-
date small landholdings 
into big farms. Still, it 
would cause massive 
unemployment in rural 
areas pushing people to 
migrate to the already 
saturated urban centers.
The farmers’ revolt in 
India is for their sur-
vival. It’s a peaceful 
uprising with severe 
implications for the fu-
ture of the country. The 
outcome will determine 
the direction of the coun-
try. Will it be a people’s 
democracy, or will it be 
under the control of cor-
porations who do not see 
anything beyond their 
profits.

UPS Lifts Ban On Beards Leading To A More Inclusive Workforce
By: Yousuf Ali
Earlier this month UPS 
came out with an amend-
ment to its policy re-
garding dress and facial 
hair that opens the door 
to greater inclusion and 
diversity in its workforce. 
In particular, the com-
pany has reversed its 
policy prohibiting facial 
hair in its workforce. 
This opens up the door 
for Muslim workers to be 
in the company without 
having to feel singled 
out or excluded from the 
general staff. According 
to the BBC,  “Rules cover 
everything from hair-
styles to the length of 
shorts. Hairstyles such 
as Afros and braids will 
now be allowed as UPS 
tackles bias, diversity 
and inclusion. 
UPS says piercings 
should be limited to 
earrings and small 
facial ones, and must be 
“business-like”.  Howev-
er, tattoos should still be 
covered up.” This comes 
in the context of a new 
CEO for UPS and “In 
May, UPS hired its first 
female chief executive, 

Carol Tomé. She ‘lis-
tened to feedback from 
employees and heard 
that changes in this area 
would make them more 
likely to recommend UPS 
as an employer’. UPS 
workers were allowed to 
have a beard if they got 
a medical or religious ex-
emption, often to referred 
to as ‘shaver waivers’.
However, in 2018 UPS 
paid $4.9m (£3.7m) to 
settle a religious dis-
crimination lawsuit 
filed by the US Equal 
Employment Opportuni-
ty Commission over its 
rules on beards and hair 
length.” This has brother 
implications for religious 
freedom and practice in 
the company.
This comes in the af-
termath of a lawsuit 
alleging the policy to be 
discriminatory. Accord-
ing to CNN, UPS ex-
plained the changes by 
saying “ ‘These changes 
reflect our values and 
desire to have all UPS 
employees feel comfort-
able, genuine and au-
thentic while providing 
service to our customers 

and interacting with the 
general public,’ UPS said 
in a a statement, add-
ing that the company is 
‘determined to continue 
to make UPS a great 
place to work for all of 
our more than 500,000 
employees around the 
world.’” According to the 
EEOC, UPS discrimi-
nated against employees 
who did have beards by 
relegating them to minor 
roles.
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Our no-load mutual funds follow a value investment style, 
diversify across industries, and choose equities in accordance 
with Islamic principles.  Isn’t it nice to know there’s a Sharia 
compliant mutual fund with a low minimum investment of 
$250? (It’s even lower for IRAs, Health Savings Accounts or 
Education Savings Accounts.) Open an account today and start 
investing in your future. 

Amana Income Fund seeks current income by investing 
primarily in dividend-paying stocks. The Fund seeks capital 
preservation as a secondary objective. Established: 1986 

Amana Growth Fund seeks long-term capital appreciation by 
investing in companies expected to grow earnings and stock 
prices faster than the economy. Established: 1994

The Amana Funds limit the stocks they purchase to those consistent with Islamic principles, which limits 
opportunities and may increase risk. Please consider an investment’s objectives, risks, charges and expenses 
carefully before investing. To obtain a free prospectus that contains this and other important information about 
the Amana Funds, please call toll-free 888/73-AMANA or visit www.amanafunds.com. Please read the 
prospectus carefully before investing. Distributed by Saturna Brokerage Services, member FINRA/SIPC. SBS and 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Saturna Capital Corporation, adviser to the Amana Mutual Funds Trust.

UAE And Saudi Fatwa Councils Issue Edicts 
Against The Muslim Brotherhood

By Yousuf Ali
In the Middle East, 
many governments there 
have done their utmost 
to crackdown on oppo-
sition and dissent. One 
of the oldest and most 
widespread organizations 
that they perceive to be 
a threat to them. This 
is because the Muslim 
Brotherhood believes the 
present day rulers and 
despots to be against 
Islamic principles like 
consultation and consid-
ers their collaboration 
and normalization with 
the state of Israel with-
out adressing the rights 
of the Palestinians to be 
a kind of betrayal to the 
Muslim world.
In recent years, the 
middle eastern regimes 
like Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emir-
ates have made their 
opposition to the Muslim 
Brotherhood all the more 
explicit, with their reli-
gious scholars publishing 
declarations against it as 
a “terrorist organization” 
despite it being a largely 

non-violent organiza-
tion mostly dedicated to 
civil society work. These 
edicts have repercussions 
for Muslims living in the 
west due to the perrenial 
smears of Islamophobes 
against Muslim civil 
society organizations 
as linked to the Muslim 
Brotherhood and the fact 
that uslim scholars in 
the west have connec-
tions to those who are 
peddling many of such 
anti-Muslim Brothoer-

hood rhetoric.
The official fatwas coun-
cils of Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE issued edicts 
labeled the brotherhood 
a terrorist organization 
as part of increasing 
crackdowns on dissent in 
these countries. Accord-
ing to the Middle East 
Eye, The UAE council, a 
government body estab-
lised in 2018 responsible 
for licensing Islamic 
authorities to issue rul-
ings, warned on Monday 

that Muslims should stay 
away from the Muslim 
Brotherhood, which it de-
scribed as a rogue group. 
The announcement fol-
l5owed a regular meeting 
of the council held via 
video conferencing and 
led by the Mauritanian 
Islamic scholar Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Bayyah, 
the chairman of the 
council.”The Muslim 
Brotherhood has strongly 
denied such allegations 
and in turn criticized the 

countries trying to sup-
press opposition, “ On 11 
November, in response 
to the Saudi announce-
ment, Talat Fehmi, a 
spokesperson for the 
Muslim Brotherhood, 
told Turkey’s Anadolu 
Agency that ‘the Brother-
hood is not terrorist but 
an inviting and reformist 
organisation’.
‘The Brotherhood… is far 
from violence, terror and 
tearing apart the um-
mah. Since its establish-
ment, it has been calling 
people to Allah with good 
advice,’ said Fehmi, add-
ing that the organisation 
denied all accusations of 
the Council.” Addition-
ally, such accusations 
have been  taken up 
by anti-Muslim politi-
cians like Ted Cruz who 
cited Egyptian and UAE 
actions to advocate the 
american government do 
so with implications that 
Muslim organizations in 
the USA would be target-
ted to for alleged connec-
tions to the brotherhood.
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Op Ed: The Middle East In 2030
By: Ariel Cohen
Reposted from the Center 
for Global Policy.
The United States cannot 
disconnect from the 
Middle East, which never 
ceases to be a theater 
for foreign policy com-
petitions, geopolitical 
bargaining, and business 
and investment projects. 
On the downside, there 
are civil unrest, religious 
upheavals, and transna-
tional security threats. 
While the world and 
the region go through a 
COVID-19 pandemic-re-
lated social transforma-
tion, it is timely to look 
at economic, political, 
societal, and geopoliti-
cal trends in this region 
and evaluate the outlook 
toward 2030.
The political economy of 
Middle Eastern nations 
is too diverse to put in 
one mold, but it is safe 
to say that a desire for 
transformation is sweep-
ing across the region. 
Resource-rich nations are 
undertaking long-over-
due economic diversifi-
cation reform programs 
as commodity markets 
become increasingly 
risky. In resource-poor 
nations, debt, fiscal 
constraints, and inef-
fective governance have 
instigated public anger 
and mistrust that is too 
strong for politicians to 
overcome with simple 
political concessions.
Geopolitical develop-
ments in the region are 
changing rapidly, and 
leave stakeholders such 
as businesses and gov-
ernments with the need 
for updated analyses and 
close monitoring. The 
fabric of society is also 
rapidly transforming, 
making forecasting and 
mitigating the public 
response to policies much 
more complex, both for 
national leaders and for 
foreign powers who aim 
to assert influence on 
these states.
As blocs of regional pow-
ers jockey for dominance, 
opportunities for the 
United States to exert its 
traditional hard power 
in the region are dimin-
ishing, but business, 
technology, education, 
health care, and econom-
ic development remain 
attractive avenues of 
engagement. As a result, 
U.S. policymakers and 

business leaders need 
up-to-date, accurate and 
rapid information and 
incisive analysis more 
than ever.
Political Economy
Sources of revenue in 
the political economy in 
the Middle East are very 
diverse. While the struc-
tural economic issues 
are pervasive, academic 
literature and publica-
tions of international 
financial institutions put 
strong emphasis on dis-
tribution, growth, liberal 
market development, 
and employment. At the 
heart of the topic lies 
the distinction between 
resource-rich and non-re-
source-rich countries. Re-
source-rich countries of 
the Middle East include 
the Gulf States, Iraq, 
Iran, Libya, and Algeria. 
With the increased use of 
oil and natural gas as an 
energy source since the 
1950s, the system of rent 
from natural resources 
dominated the reve-
nue generation of these 
states. In the following 
decades, the political 
economy of these states 
became fully enmeshed 
with the extractive sec-
tor, and the term “Arab 
social contract” was 
coined to distinguish the 
state-people interaction 
from the classical social 
contract theory.
The current political 
economy of resource-rich 
states in the Middle East 
is associated with subsi-
dies, an extensive public 
sector, generous social 
safety mechanisms, high 
dependence on the com-
modity sector at the det-
riment of other sectors, 

and a rising youth unem-
ployment even among the 
educated cohorts. But as 
oil prices have plummet-
ed and OPEC’s clout has 
shrunk in world markets, 
many of these states, es-
pecially Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) members, 
have begun implement-
ing reforms to transition 
to a non-rentier, informa-
tion-based, post-industri-
al economic system. 
Such initiatives require 
governments to unrav-

el entrenched patron-
age systems and crony 
networks and to replace 
them with new econom-
ic models. Dependent 
on oil and gas exports 
for decades, the Middle 
Eastern petrostates are 
facing difficulties in 
developing a culture of 
work ethic or a system 
of the rule of law that 
would attract and en-
sure the safety of foreign 
investments in non-ex-
tractive sectors. Moving 

ahead, policymakers in 
these countries should 
look to empower the 
middle classes, establish 
institutionalized rule of 
law, dilute the influence 
of religious circles, and 
create mechanisms to get 
rid of nepotism.
In the past decade there 
have been promising de-
velopments in the region. 
World Bank rankings 
show that these econo-
mies, particularly those 

of the GCC, have re-
markably improved their 
Ease of Doing Business 
scores. The key in any 
reform is the quality of 
leadership, the quality of 
personnel, and funding. 
Using post-Soviet re-
forms in Eastern Europe 
as a reference, we know 
that the caliber of deci-
sion makers, speed, and 
adaptability are import-
ant both from a leader-
ship and institutional 
perspective. The United 

States and international 
financial institutions can 
assist the privatization 
efforts and liberal market 
reforms in these econo-
mies. In many sectors, 
U.S. companies are world 
leaders because their 
products and services 
have high technology and 
knowledge components 
and above-average added 
value with the advantage 
of transferable know-
how.

U.S. technical assistance 
programs and companies 
can aid in spearhead-
ing the development of 
non-extractive sectors 
in these economies. The 
U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce, for instance, has 
already been executing 
many programs with 
GCC countries with 
these objectives. Health 
care, education, finance, 
construction, renew-

Cont. on page 7
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able energy, retail, 
entertainment, tourism, 
and luxury goods all are 
sectors with potential to 
grow. 
The political economy 
of non-resource-rich 
countries of the Middle 
East, on the other hand, 
portrays a different out-
look for the next decade. 
Countries like Morocco, 
Tunisia, Egypt, Leba-
non, and Jordan fall into 
this category, where the 
economic growth is not 
obtained through value 
extraction from natural 
resources but through 
direct taxation. These 
countries are identified 
as “labor-abundant, 
resource-constrained,” 
and their paths of growth 
have been different 
than the resource-rich 
economies. Since the 
1980s, privatizations and 
private-sector develop-
ment set the theme in 
these economies, yet the 
literature suggests that 
“economic liberalization 
in the absence of mean-
ingful political reform 
gave rise to crony capital-
ism, and privileged elites 
captured much of the 
gains of privatization, 
macroeconomic growth, 
and increased trade.”
Today, as a consequence, 
these countries suffer 
from corruption, unequal 
distribution of public 
resources, inefficient ad-
ministration, increased 
debt, and constrained 
fiscal situations. These 
problems have formed 
the foundation of civil 
unrest and lack of trust 
in politicians among 
the public. The biggest 
evidence came during 
the Arab Spring in the 
early 2010s, but these 
grievances are still 
continuing. In Lebanon, 
most recently, misman-
agement and inefficient 
public administration 
led to the massive Aug. 4 
explosion in Beirut that 
cost many lives.
Debt reduction and 
sustainable solutions to 
fiscal constraints will be 
the top issues for these 
countries in the future. 
Negotiations with inter-
national financial institu-
tions and lenders like the 
International Monetary 
Fund will be crucial. The 
United States can also 
play an important role 
through the channel of 
bilateral business pro-

motion and foreign direct 
investment. However, 
the macroeconomic, 
financial, and fiscal 
issues are not sufficient 
by themselves as long 
as political, social, and 
religious developments 
are not addressed.
Social Fabric, Regime 
Legitimacy & the Role of 
Religion
Recent social and politi-
cal transformations have 
changed Middle East 
states. In resource-rich 
countries that kicked off 
their economic transfor-
mation processes, the key 
societal challenge is to 
adapt the public to the 
new realities.
Generous government 
subsidies and welfare 
systems have up to now 
been the basis of the 
Arab social contract. 
Once removed – a nec-
essary step in creating a 
freer and more competi-
tive society – the ruling 
elites should brace them-
selves for alternative 
power centers emerging 
that could threaten their 
legitimacy. As the re-
forms are implemented, 
some instances of social 
unrest may be inevita-
ble, but policy packages 
that include expanding 
societal participation 
in policy development, 
empowerment of youth 
and women, more trans-
parent and responsible 
security forces, a diversi-
fied media environment, 
and public information 
campaigns to prevent an-
other Arab Spring should 
go a long way. COVID-19 
is the crisis that allows 
many reform opportu-
nities in the region: in 
health care, social safety 
net, economic policy, law 
enforcement and beyond. 
For the ruling elites, it 
is imperative to initiate 
political reforms or risk 
losing their political 
legitimacy or control 
through a popular, and 
likely violent, uprisings. 
Therefore, elites should 
refrain from cracking 
down on protest and 
sparking another Arab 
Spring moment as much 
as they can. Instead, they 
should commit to gradu-
ally introducing progres-
sive reforms to back up 
their economic transfor-
mation – without losing 
control and triggering 
violence. While certain 
entrenched elites may 
suffer, a more competi-
tive and open economy 
with a more transparent 

and socially responsive 
and effective governance 
will benefit popular social 
and economic groups and 
their leaders.
As economic constraints 
grow in non-resource-rich 
countries, unrest in pub-
lic and lack of trust in 
government is mounting. 
The past two years have 
seen frequent protests 
in Egypt, Lebanon and 
in many other countries 
over price hikes in essen-
tial foods like bread and 

eggs, ineffective public 
services, and lack of jobs. 
In Egypt, Muslim Broth-
erhood protests demand-
ing the resignation of 
President Abdel Fatah 
el-Sisi were met with 
heavy law enforcement 
crackdowns and infringe-
ment of civil freedoms.
In Lebanon, similarly, 
mass protests against 
decades-old inefficient 
public management and 

corruption prevailed 
under the system of 
sectarian power sharing 
dominated by the Irani-
an-sponsored Hezbollah. 
People from all religious 
sects came together to 
express their discontent 

with the failing govern-
ment. This moment was 
regarded as historic, as 
in Lebanon, sectarian 
groups have been liv-
ing geographically and 
culturally separated, and 
rarely united for a joint 
cause. With the latest 
wave of protests, we see 
that this is changing and 
the role of religion-based 
identity seems to be los-
ing appeal.   
Additionally, the polit-
ical Islam in the region 
seems to be fragmenting, 

with Islamist movements 
becoming less power-
ful and more localized. 
A 2019 survey of the 
MENA region by the 
Arab Barometer research 
network showed that 
since 2013, the num-
ber of people across the 
region identifying as 
“not religious” rose from 
8% to 13%. The greatest 
rise was found in people 

younger than 30, 18% of 
whom self-identified as 
not religious.
While significant num-
bers of youth have been 
drawn to radical orga-
nizations in the past, 
including Al Qaeda and 

ISIS, there has also been 
a growth of civil society 
activism, which has not 
gotten enough attention. 
Changing demographics 
due to a sustained (and 
in some places increased) 
youth bulge will lead to 
changes in the political 
and ideological land-
scapes. This, coupled 
with growing global 
interconnectedness, will 
lead to young people 
becoming less susceptible 
to radical ideologies and 
growth in demand for 

better governance and 
economic opportunities.
Growing global connec-
tivity through continued 
technological advances 
coupled with increasing 
education levels – to 
varying degrees – will 
accelerate changes to 
societal norms that are 
currently underway. 
Certainly, these transfor-
mations will differ from 

country to country given 
the variance in local 
cultures and religious 
interpretations – Yemen 
will evolve quite differ-
ently from Lebanon. That 

Cont. from page 6. 
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said, very few places will 
remain immune to the 
global forces impacting 
regional dynamics. The 
many non-state actors 
currently occupying so-
cial spaces will be forced 
to evolve. Countries with 
relatively better econ-
omies will see greater 
social development, while 
weak economies and 
collapsed states will be 
where radical actors will 
continue to find ample 
room to operate.
Social media’s reach and 
impact among youth is 
set to grow. According to 
a 2019 annual survey on 
social network use in the 
Middle East published by 
the University of Oregon 
School of Journalism 
in January 2020,half of 
Arab youth say they get 
their news on Facebook 
daily, ahead of other 
channels such as TV and 
newspapers. Whether for 
purposes of organizing 
protests or for obtaining 
news, or getting con-
nected to the world, the 
use of social media will 
remain important in the 
socio-political aspect of 
Middle Eastern youth.
Over the course of this 
decade, social media will 
increasingly aid in the 
mobilization of young 
people around ideas 
of societal change. We 
are already seeing this 
in the fresh waves of 
large public protests in 
countries like Algeria, 
Sudan, Lebanon, and 
Iraq that were not part of 
the initial wave of Arab 
Spring unrest that broke 
out in 2011. But even 
in countries like Saudi 
Arabia, where economic 
conditions are far bet-
ter than in most other 
countries in the region, 
the policies Crown Prince 
Muhammad bin Salman 
is spearheading will have 
unintended consequenc-
es, where the masses 
enjoying social liberaliza-
tion will demand political 
reforms.
Geopolitics
The out-of-area reform 
backers in the region, 
be it the United States, 
Japan, or the Europe-
an Union, will improve 
their geopolitical position 
if the initiatives they 
support are successful. 
If not, and if a reforming 
country is unsuccessful 
or fails, the stature of 
its foreign patron may 

decline. For example, in 
Russia, painful post-Sovi-
et economic reforms were 
connected to the U.S. and 
international financial 
institutions, and their 
prestige plummeted after 
the 1996 default, a 75 
percent devaluation of 
the ruble, and a severe 
recession. President 
Vladimir Putin’s ap-
proval grew in the early 
2000s, leading to a rise in 
anti-Western feelings.
Furthermore, the extent 
of post-9/11 and post-Ar-
ab Spring political 
upheavals and conflicts 
in the region has been 
enormous and are unlike-
ly to abate any time soon. 
Regional fault lines today 
are complex and seem to 
defy classification along 
any single dimension. 
Stressors will only grow 
in the next 10 years, with 
conflicts, clashes, and 
possibly an occasional 
small or even regional 
war. Beyond national 
fault lines, we should 
not ignore the import-
ant denominational and 
intra-denominational 
frictions between Sunnis 
and Shiites and between 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
and the other Sunnis, 
both Salafis and main-
stream sects.
One of the core regional 
fault lines is Saudi-Ira-
nian animosity. Iran and 
the West may improve 
their relations only if the 
hardliners cease to be in 
power in Tehran. Howev-
er, even with a moderate 
Islamic or secular regime 
in power, geopolitical 
and religious competition 
with Saudi Arabia and 
the Sunnis allied with 
Riyadh will continue. 
The Persian-Arab compe-
tition will not disappear 
in our lifetime.
The intra-GCC rift also 
shows no signs of ending. 
The conflict between the 
UAE and Saudi Arabia 
on one hand, and be-
tween Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia on the other, 
will continue unabat-
ed. With Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Zayed of 
the UAE playing a key 
policymaking role and 
the Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohamed bin Salman’s 
likely ascendance to the 
throne, this conflict may 
escalate.
Another regional power 
to look out for is Tur-
key. Under the rule of 
the AKP (Justice and 
Development Party) and 

President Erdogan, the 
country is following a 
revisionist path in the 
greater Middle East poli-
tics. It has branded itself 
as a leader of the Muslim 
Brotherhood movement 
and asserts its power 
both in the Persian Gulf 
and in Mashreq. Ankara 
is attempting to expand 
its influence in other 
areas, too. In the eastern 
Mediterranean, for exam-
ple, Turkey is attempting 
to seize strategic lever-
age over Egypt, Israel, 
and Greece in the race 
over gaining rights of ex-
ploration and production 
of offshore hydrocarbon 
resources. To this end, 
we see it playing a highly 
active military role in 
Libya and entering into 
complex engagements 
with global powers like 
Russia.
The Palestinian issue 
will also fester over the 
long term. Arab sponsors 
have lost interest in the 
Palestinian cause over 
the past 15 years, as 
Gaza under Hamas and 
the West Bank under the 
PLO found it impossible 
to function as a single 
Palestinian entity. Pres-
ident Mahmoud Abbas 
is the oldest Arab leader 
today. The West Bank 
fell into corruption and 
mismanagement on his 
watch, whereas Gaza 
was overtaken by the 
radical Islamist orga-
nization Hamas, recog-
nized as a terrorist group 
by the U.S. and the EU.
Mired in the heavy-hand-
ed and abusive practices, 
Hamas has lost support 
of most of the residents 
of the Gaza Strip. Pal-
estinians did not pur-
sue the openings for a 
conclusive settlement of 
the conflict with Israel 
when these opportunities 
presented themselves in 
Camp David Two and 
Taba, and today they are 
weaponized by outside 
actors such as Turkey 
and Iran to make a point 
about their leadership in 
the Islamic world.
It appears that normal-
ization between the Arab 
states and Israel will 
continue as evidenced by 
the recentrapprochement 
agreements between 
Israel, the UAE, and 
Bahrain. This is likely 
driven by a confluence of 
security interests such as 
the common perception 
of the Iranian threat 
or potentially, the joint 
resistance against An-

kara’s grandiose designs 
in the Middle East. So 
far, the recognition of the 
Israeli sovereignty over 
Golan, and prospects of 
Jerusalem as the capital 
of Israel – the reality 
of 53 years – has not 
critically upset Arab-Is-
raeli relations. Unless a 
wholesale annexation of 
the rest of the West Bank 
happens at once or a 
future conflict results in 
a high number of civilian 
casualties, nothing short 
of a reverse of the U.S. 
support of Arab-Israeli 
normalization seems 
likely to derail the pro-
cess.
Thus, the future of Israel 
appears to be secure, 
except for a potential Ira-
nian nuclear threat and 
Hezbollah rocket attacks 
from Lebanon. The latter 
may cause significant ci-
vilian casualties but will 
not threaten the exis-
tence of the state, where-
as a potential Iranian 
nuclear attack would 
cause an unsustainable 
number of casualties. 
However, due to Israel’s 
second-strike nuclear ca-
pability and great power 
opposition such an attack 
is less likely to happen.
Washington and the 
Future Outlook
The United States seems 
to be reverting to its 
traditional role of off-
shore balancer, yet it is 
unclear if it willcede the 
Middle East to rivals 
China and Russia. A 
lot will depend on the 
incoming Biden admin-
istration’s priorities. As 
China’s interests in the 
region grow, it might find 
it increasingly difficult 
to maintain comfortable 
relationships with Saudi 
Arabia and Israel on 
one side and Turkey and 
Iran on the other. China 
seems to be still finding 
its way in the region. But 
it is important to consid-
er whether the United 
States really wants to 
maintain its presence in 
the region.
Given the massive 
transformations at bay 
for resource-rich nations 
of the region, the United 
States can use this as an 
advantage and coalesce 
its efforts around leading 
liberal market develop-
ment and encouraging 
non-extractive sector in-
vestments in these coun-
tries. This policy would 
require well-crafted exe-
cution of soft power and 

avoiding strategies that 
involve subtle regime 
change or military inter-
vention, given how costly 
and ineffective they have 
been over the past two 
decades.
With Joe Biden in the 
White House rather than 
Donald Trump, the Unit-
ed States likely will try 
to resuscitate the Iran 
nuclear deal, distancing 
itself from Saudi Arabia, 
the UAE, and Israel. In 
the long term, with the 
rise of renewable energy 
and the expansion of U.S. 
oil and gas production, 
the geo-economic role of 
the Middle East for the 
United States will con-
tinue to decline. Beijing 
is likely to be less adept 
at playing a successful 
geopolitical chess game 
in the Middle East, as it 
does not have the advan-
tage of decades old dip-
lomatic, economic, and 
military involvement, 
enjoyed by the United 
States.
The future of the Middle 
East remains turbulent, 
yet the socioeconomic 
and geopolitical trends 
are growing clearer. The 
rulers of the region must 
be prepared to adapt 
to these shifts in demo-
graphics, more liberal 
social values, knowl-
edge-based economic 
drivers, and great-power 
politics.
We have seen the fate 
of regional rulers who 
refuse to accept change. 
It is not enviable.
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Op Ed: Progressives Oppose Flournoy For Defense
By: Marcy Winogard
With President-Elect 
Biden expected to soon 
announce his nominee 
for Secretary of Defense, 
several national pro-
gressive organizations 
are urging him to re-
ject hawkish military 
contractor consultant 
Michele Flournoy for 
the job. Code Pink, Our 
Revolution, Progressive 
Democrats of America, 
Roots Action and World 
Beyond War released the 
statement below, citing 
concerns over Flournoy’s 
goading the U.S. into 
a high tech arms race 
with China. Later their 
objections were echoed by 
Military Families Speak 
Out and Veterans for 
Peace Chapters.
Statement Opposing 
Michèle Flournoy as 
Defense Secretary
codepink-logoOur 
Revolution squareP-
DA-Logo-Transpar-
ent-SQUARE-lrgra-ava-
tarWBW-finalsmall
The following statement, 
initiated on November 
30, is being signed by 
organizations and indi-
viduals deeply concerned 
about the prospect that 
Michèle Flournoy could 
become Secretary of 
Defense.
We urge President-Elect 
Joe Biden and U.S. Sena-
tors to choose a Secretary 
of Defense who is unen-
cumbered by a history of 

advocating for bellicose 
military policies and is 
free of financial ties to 
the weapons industry.
Michèle Flournoy does 
not meet those qualifi-
cations and is ill-suited 
to serve as Secretary of 
Defense.
Flournoy’s record in-
cludes emphatic sup-
port for the failed and 
tragic military surge 
in Afghanistan, troops 
on the ground in Syria 
and military interven-
tion in Libya — policies 
resulting in geopolitical 
disasters and tremen-
dous human suffering. 
Flournoy has opposed 
a ban on arms sales to 
Saudi Arabia, while that 
country has continued to 
inflict massive suffering 
and death in Yemen.
While urging a U.S. 
pivot to Asia that would 
include ramping up a 
Cold War with China, 
Flournoy has called for 
a boost in spending on 
cyberwarfare and drones, 
as well as more troop 
deployments to the South 
China Sea to conduct rov-
ing war games near two 
nuclear powers — China 
and North Korea.

Flournoy’s approach to 
China is potentially cata-
strophic. On January 15, 
2020, she told Congress 
the U.S. must prepare 
to fight and prevail in 
a future conflict with 
China by credibly threat-
ening to sink the entire 
Chinese navy in 72 hours 
and investing heavily in 
unmanned systems. At a 
time when we must work 
with China to fight the 
coronavirus and save the 
planet from an existen-
tial climate crisis, Flour-
noy’s approach would 
undermine such efforts 
by preparing for war 
with China.
Security consultants who 
have endorsed Flournoy 
and who may be encour-
aged by her intention 
to restart arms control 
talks with Russia or her 
skepticism on nuclear 
“modernization” need 
to look more closely at 
Flournoy’s congressional 
testimony and essays 
on investing in space-
based weapons systems 
that could increase the 
chances of nuclear war 
on earth.
The revolving-door as-
pects of Flournoy’s career 
have raised additional 

concerns. For instance, 
as The American Pros-
pect recently reported: 
“Since Flournoy joined 
the board of weapons 
contractor Booz Allen 
Hamilton, Saudi Arabia’s 
embassy in Washington 
paid the company $3 
million for consulting 
fees, while Flournoy’s 
Center for a New Amer-
ican Security accepted 
millions from foreign gov-
ernments, including the 
United Arab Emirates 
which donated $250,000 
in return for a report on 
missile defense.”
As the Project On Gov-
ernment Oversight 
noted in a November 
2020 report, Ms. Flour-
noy “co-founded the 
second-most heavily 
contractor-funded think 
tank in Washington, the 
highly influential Cen-
ter for a New American 
Security.” Following a 
stint as an undersec-
retary of defense, “she 
rotated to the Boston 
Consulting Group, after 
which the firm’s mili-
tary contracts expanded 
from $1.6 million to $32 
million in three years.” 
In addition, Ms. Flour-
noy “joined the board of 

Booz Allen Hamilton, 
a consulting firm laden 
with defense contracts. 
In 2017 she co-founded 
WestExec Advisors, help-
ing defense corporations 
market their products to 
the Pentagon and other 
agencies.”
In the interests of nation-
al and world security, we 
must close the revolving 
door that enables mil-
itary contractors with 
close ties to government 
officials to propel us 
further into a costly, un-
necessary and dangerous 
high-tech arms race.
The people of the United 
States need a Secretary 
of Defense who is un-
tethered to the weapons 
industry and committed 
to ending the arms race. 
Michèle Flournoy should 
not be put in charge 
of the Pentagon, and 
neither should anyone 
else failing to meet those 
qualifications. We are 
opposedto her being 
nominated, and we are 
prepared to launch a ma-
jor nationwide grassroots 
campaign so that every 
senator will hear from 
large numbers of constit-
uents demanding that 
she not be confirmed.
Initial signers of this 
statement: CodePink, 
Our Revolution, Pro-
gressive Democrats of 
America, RootsAction.
org, World Beyond War

Two Muslim Women Drive NYPD To Change Its 
Practice Of Forcefully Removing The Hijab

By: TMO Staff
After multiple inci-
dents where women 
were forced to remove 
their hijab for mugshot 
photos that were lat-
er circulated, the New 
York Police Department 
(NYPD) has announced 
a policy change in which 
the department will no 
longer force individuals 
to remove religious head 
coverings. The new policy 
applies not just to people 
who wear the hijab, a 
headscarf worn by those 
who practice the Islamic 
faith, but to all religious 
headwear including 
yarmulkes, habits, and 
turbans, according to 
an announcement by  
Surveillance Technology 
Oversight Project (STOP) 
on Nov. 9.

The policy change is the 
result of a settlement on 
Nov. 5 in which two Mus-
lim women identified as 
Jamilla Clark and Arwa 
Aziz sued the NYPD for 
two separately reported 
incidents in 2018 during 
which the NYPD forceful-
ly removed their hijabs 
in front of men in order 
to have their photos 
taken, The New York 
Times reported. The new 
policy will go into effect 
within 60 days of the 
state’s current COVID-19 
state of emergency lift. 
Not only will “a private 
space for searching and/
or photographing arrest-
ees who wear religious 
head covering[s],” be 
offered but “officers in 
the department will also 
receive new training and 
updates to their patrol 

guides,” according to the 
settlement.
According to the Associ-
ated Press, while Clark 
and Aziz began as the 
initial plaintiffs of the 
federal lawsuit, multiple 
women joined them, re-
iterating the same story 
of forced hijab removal. 
According to the legal 
decision, the new poli-
cy now requires NYPD 
officers who question 
or arrest a person with 
religious attire to “take 
[a] photograph of [the] 
prisoner with religious 
head covering in place.” 
Exceptions to the policy 
are very limited and in-
clude only cases in which 
religious attire covers the 
face, for example, a bur-
qa—which would have to 
be removed for full facial 
features to be captured.

“This is a milestone for 
New Yorkers’ privacy 
and religious rights. No 
one should be forced to 
undress just to be fed 
into a facial recognition 
database. New Yorkers 
are able to get a drivers’ 
license or passport while 
wearing the hijab, and 
there’s absolutely no 
reason for it to be re-
moved by police,” STOP’s 
Executive Director Albert 
Fox Cahn said in a 
statement. STOP repre-
sented both Clark and 
Aziz in their proceedings. 
“Now that the NYPD 
has agreed to end the 
policy, they still need to 
go a step further. That’s 
because this settlement 
doesn’t address the 
thousands of New York-
ers who were subjected 
to this unlawful policy. 

That’s why we’re still 
fighting in court to make 
sure the NYPD pays for 
the harm its already 
inflicted.”
The New York City Law 
Department special fed-
eral litigation chief, Pa-
tricia Miller, also saw the 
policy change as “good 
reform.” She noted that 
such a change serves as 
a model for other aspects 
of the country. “It care-
fully balances the depart-
ment’s respect for firmly 
held religious beliefs 
with the legitimate law 
enforcement need to take 
arrest photos and should 
set an example for other 
police departments in the 
country,” Miller told the 
AP.
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Newly Elected Muslim Official In Michigan  
Received Over A Thousand Threats In November

by Aysha Qamar
After two Michigan 
Republican officials from 
the Wayne County Board 
of Canvassers claimed 
they were doxxed and 
threatened following a 
meeting regarding the 
certification of local 
elections, a Wayne State 
University vice president 
and local Muslim state 
representative found 
themselves subject to 
violent attacks online. 
Board chair Monica 
Palmer and member Wil-
liam Hartmann falsely 
alleged that Democratic 
Rep. Abraham Aiyash 
and Ned Staebler, a 
Wayne State vice pres-
ident, threatened them 
online, resulting in the 
two being victim to not 
only doxxing but online 
harassment, BridgeDe-
troit reported.
“I was in shock. I didn’t 
even know what doxx-
ing meant,” Aiyash told 
BridgeDetroit. Doxxing 
refers to private infor-
mation being shared on 
digital platforms with 
the intent of harming 
individuals. Not only 
was Aiyash’s history of 
employment shared on-

line, but so was his credit 
report, Social Security 
number, and even the 
type of car he drives. 
According to the newly 
elected Yemeni-Muslim 
official, Palmer’s accu-
sations led to more than 
1,000 threatening calls 
and messages using 
language like ‘‘You’re 
gonna pay,’ ‘Muslim pig,’ 
‘Terrorist,’ ‘Go back to 
your country,’ and ‘We’re 
watching you.’”
Threats were not only 
directed at Aiyash, but 
his family members as 
well. A “DemDox” flyer 
featured a photo of him 
and one of his sisters, 
encouraging people to 
“hang him,” and includ-
ed his address. Another 

threatening message 
invoked the upcoming 
winter season. “Winter 
is coming. Roads are 
icy. You better get your 
brakes checked. Brakes 
develop problems in icy 
conditions especially 
when you harass people 
that you should not.”
These horrific Islamopho-
bic comments are a result 
of lies told by Repub-
licans following their 
inability to understand 
the change this past 
election has brought. 
After Palmer and Hart-
mann claimed they 
would certify the votes 
in all of Wayne County 
except Detroit, residents 
in both Detroit and the 
county accused the GOP 

of racism. Like Trump, 
these individuals refused 
to acknowledge the votes 
cast because they were 
not in their party’s favor.
“It’s no secret that De-
troit is the Blackest city 
in the United States of 
America,” Aiyash told 
BridgeDetroit. “These 
things are not accidents, 
they’re not coincidenc-
es: They were clear and 
deliberate attempts to 
disenfranchise and steal 
the voice of so many De-
troiters by denying them 
the right to have their 
vote counted and certi-
fied in the election.”
Aiyash also made a pub-
lic comment on the issue 
of Palmer’s bias, which is 

what initially led to the 
claims that he threat-
ened her and her family. 
“You, Ms. Monica Palmer 
of Grosse Pointe Woods, 
which has a history of 
racism, are deciding to 
enable and continue to 
perpetuate the racist 
history of this country,” 
Aiyash said at the certi-
fication meeting. “And I 
want you to think about 
what that means for your 
kids, who probably go 
to Grosse Pointe North, 
and when they see all 
their Black classmates 
and they know that their 
mother, or their grand-
mother, their aunt, decid-
ed to say … ‘I’m going to 
be comfortable sleeping 
at night knowing that I 
silenced the votes of so 
many people.’”
You can see one such 
attack—flagged as 
“manipulated media” by 
Twitter—below.
While Aiyash’s com-
ment was in no way a 
threat to Palmer and 
her family, right-wing 
fanatics exaggerated and 
twisted the statement 
into a shortened version 

By: TMO Staff
Users of the popular 
Muslim prayer app 
Muslim Pro are post-
ing negative reviews 
and taking to Twitter 
to discuss their disap-
pointment after a news 
report revealed the app 
was selling users’ infor-
mation to companies and 
government agencies. An 
investigation and report 
by Vice’s Motherboard 
found that the app sold 
location data and other 
personal information 
to a third-party broker 
called X-Mode. X-Mode 
later sold that same data 
to defense contractors 
that provide information 
to agencies like the U.S. 
military.
In describing its business 
with military contrac-
tors, X-Mode told Vice 
it “primarily focused on 
three use cases: count-
er-terrorism, cybersecuri-
ty and predicting future 
COVID-19 hotspots.” 

Downloaded by more 
than 98 million Mus-
lims from around the 
world, Muslim Pro is a 
commonly used Islamic 
app that alerts Muslims 
to prayer times, Qura-
nic verses, and other 
practices. Vice reported 
the app’s information, 
including user location 
data, was shared with 
U.S. Special Operations 
Command (USSOCOM), 
a military branch that 
deals with counterter-
rorism to assist overseas 
forces operations. While 
the U.S. military and 
other government agen-
cies have been known to 
purchase private infor-
mation gathered from 
apps around the world 
by third-party brokers. 
Muslim Pro was listed 
as the most popular app 
found to make money by 
selling user data in Vice’s 
Motherboard report.
The report used data 
from public records, in-

terviews with developers, 
and technical analysis 
to come to this conclu-
sion. It also noted that 
some companies obtain 
app location data when 
advertisers pay to insert 
their ads into people’s 
browsing sessions. It 
comes as the latest report 
shedding light on how 
government agencies go 
to private data brokers 
in efforts to collect data 
on individuals is made 
public
According to Business 
Insider, the practice has 
come under fire multiple 
times by advocates and 
lawmakers for its use by 
the Department of Home-
land Security to get infor-

mation on individuals 
who are undocumented. 
Representatives of the 
U.S. military confirmed 
their purchase of this 
type of data to Business 
Insider “to support Spe-
cial Operations Forces 
mission requirements 
overseas.”
“We strictly adhere to 
established procedures 
and policies for protect-
ing the privacy, civil 
liberties, constitution-
al and legal rights of 
American citizens,” Navy 
Cmdr. Tim Hawkins, a 
U.S. Special Operations 
Command spokesman, 
said. Business Insider 
noted that such pur-
chases on behalf of the 

Department of Defense 
are important because 
smartphone data has 
often been used to both 
plan and execute military 
operations. According to 
the outlet, different types 
of location data from 
smartphones have been 
used to carry out drone 
strikes amid other oper-
ations against suspected 
terrorists. Since the app 
in question is used by 
those who identify as 
Muslim, the question of 
whether this information 
is being used to target 
Muslims arises, especial-
ly amid the ongoing war 
on terror the U.S. has 
waged on predominately 
Muslim countries, killing 
thousands of civilians in 
Pakistan, Afghanistan, 
and Iraq as a result.
Upon the news going 
viral Monday, app users 
shared negative reviews 
and urged individuals to 
either not download it 

Cont on page 12.

Cont on page 12.

A Muslim Prayer App Has Been Accused Of Shar-
ing User Information With Government Agencies
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will continue to inspire 
more American Muslims 
to run for political office 
and ensure our voices 
are heard at all levels of 
government.”
“The number of Muslim 
Americans running for 
office – from local school 
boards to Congress is 
indicative of how our 
community is commit-
ted to building political 
power,” said Linda Sar-
sour, executive director 
of MPower Change. “In 
releasing this report, we 
hope it educates and in-
spires our community to 
step up to shape policies 
through continued civic 
engagement. Running 
for office is one of many 
ways we can continue to 

build political power that 
reflects our values. ”
“This report shows the 
rapid growth of Amer-
ican Muslim political 
power across the coun-
try. When we run for 
office and organize in 
our communities, we 
simultaneously shatter 
stereotypes and combat 
violent Islamophobia,” 
said Mohammed Mis-
souri, executive director 
of Jetpac. “I’m grateful 
to every person and 
group who is dedicated 
to increasing our civic 
footprint.”
Sixty-two candidates 
were successfully elected 
to office. In comparison, 
49 Muslim candidates 
were elected to public 
office in 2019, and 57 in 

2018 (the previous high 
mark in our record).
Below is a preliminary 
summary of Muslim elec-
toral results from 2020. 
An updated comprehen-
sive report will be issued 
in upcoming weeks:
* 22 ran in California, 19 
in Michigan, 27 in Min-
nesota, and 22 in New 
Jersey.
* A total of 22 Muslims 
ran for Congress in 14 
states. 5 made it to the 
general election with 
3 winning re-elections. 
Incumbents Ilhan Omar, 
Rashida Tlaib, and 
Andre Carson were all 
re-elected by their con-
stituents to serve their 
districts. Mike Siegel lost 
a close race to represent 
the 10th Congressional 

District in Texas.* 13 
Muslims in total won 
municipal seats.
* 48 ran for state legis-
lature seats in 22 states 
with 22 winning.
* 16 ran for county seats 
in 10 states; 6 won.
* 35 ran for school com-
mittee or board posi-
tions in 5 states with 12 
winning.
* 6 ran for judiciary posi-
tions with 4 winning.
In the following weeks, 
Jetpac, CAIR and MPow-
er Change will issue 
a comprehensive final 
report that will include a 
final list of all 2020 local, 
primary, and general 
election candidates with 
final results once all 
results have been cer-

tified. 170 candidates 
who publicly identify 
as Muslim ran in all of 
2020, which is 36 more 
than the previous high of 
134 candidates running 
in 2018.
Jetpac is a representa-
tion-driven civic engage-
ment organization. Its 
mission is to make our 
government more repre-
sentative of the Ameri-
can people.
MPower Change is the 
largest Muslim-led social 
and racial justice orga-
nization in the United 
States.
CAIR‘s mission is to 
protect civil rights, en-
hance understanding of 
Islam, promote justice, 
and empower American 
Muslims.

Cont. from page 3. 
CAIR, Jetpac, MPower

For years the depart-
ment had no official 
policy and left removing 
religious attire for mug-
shots up to the discretion 
of officers—who some-
times removed them and 
sometimes did not. This 
policy change is not the 

first the NYPD has made 
as a result of religious 
discrimination. Accord-
ing to The New York 
Times, a lawsuit filed 
in 2016 resulted in the 
department allowing offi-
cers to wear turbans and 
grow beards for religious 
reasons.
Incidents of forced hijab 

removal have occurred 
throughout the U.S. 
for years. Women have 
not only been forced to 
remove their hijab but 
made to receive their 
headscarves outside of 
police department build-
ings, where the public 
can see them. Addition-
ally, some women have 
reported being forced 

to wear short-sleeved 
clothing when other op-
tions were available. In a 
country where religious 
freedom is guaranteed, 
no one should be forced 
to remove religious cover-
ing nor fear wearing it. If 
other government iden-
tifications can be taken 
without the removal of 
religious coverings, such 

as licenses, mug shots 
and other photos should 
not result in the practice 
of discrimination. Pho-
tos depicting one’s facial 
features can be taken 
without interfering with 
religious freedom.

This article was first 
published on Daily Kos

Cont. from page 10. 
Removing The Hijab

or delete it should they 
already have the app.
While Muslim Pro has 
since dismissed the 
report as false, it did not 
deny allegations that it 
had ties to X-Mode. Fol-

lowing the publication of 
the Vice report, Muslim 
Pro has apparently sev-
ered ties with X-Mode. 
Additionally, it said it 
would conduct an inter-
nal investigation into the 
issue.
“Since we were made 
aware of the situation, 

we have launched an 
internal investigation 
and are reviewing our 
data governance policy 
to confirm that all user 
data was handled in 
line with all existing 
requirements,” Zahariah 
Jupary, Muslim Pro head 
of community, said. “We 

will continue to take all 
necessary measures to 
ensure that our users 
practice their faith with 
peace of mind, which 
remains Muslim Pro’s 
sole mission since its 
creation.”
Despite Muslim Pro 
claiming the news is “un-

true” that they have not 
shared user information, 
under the hashtag #Mus-
limPro people shared 
screenshots deleting the 
app and recommending 
alternatives throughout 
the week.
First posted on Daily 
Kos

shared on Twitter. The 
clip was shared by Fox 
News alum Kyle Beck-
er, in a tweet which he 
captioned: “WATCH as 
Democrat State Rep-
Elect Abraham Aiyash 
threatens the children 
of Wayne County Board 
of Canvassers member 
Monica Palmer.”
Becker’s tweet, which 
was marked “manipu-
lated media,” went viral 
on Twitter and was even 
retweeted by Trump. 
Since then, Aiyash has 
received threats.
“The fact is I wasn’t 
aware whether or not 
she had children or 
how many children she 
had, whether she was a 
grandmother, an aunt,” 
Aiyash said. “It was 
just an appeal to think 
about the next genera-
tion. I would never ever 
encourage or condone 

the threatening of any 
person or children.”
But Aiyash isn’t the 
only one who has faced 
violence due to Palmer’s 
lies. In an interview with 
Fox News host Laura 
Ingraham, Palmer also 
accused Staebler of con-
sistently harassing her. 
She claimed that Stae-
bler also posted her con-
tact information online, 
and “encouraged people 
to stop by” her house. 
“Much like the state rep., 
I have been subjected to 
thousands of unwanted 
contacts via email, text 
message, phone and U.S. 
mail from people who 
have threatened me and 
my family in one way or 
another,” Staebler said.
Like Aiyash, Staebler 
faced threats of violence 
by bigoted individuals 
for calling out Palmer 
and other GOP officials 
for perpetuating racism. 
Despite Staebler’s attor-

neys reaching out to the 
news outlet to address 
and deny Palmer’s ac-
cusations, the story was 
not retracted; instead, 
Ingraham posted a short 
clip five days after Palm-
er’s appearance, claiming 
that Staebler denied 
the allegations and Fox 
News was “unable to 
corroborate” them.
“When I called her out 
on her racism, she said 
that was a threat,” Stae-
bler told BridgeDetroit. 
“That’s not a threat. It’s 
just a fact.” He added 
that he did not encourage 
anyone to visit her home, 
nor does he have access 
to any of her personal 
information.
But now, despite these 
Republican lies coming to 
the surface, the damage 
is done and both Staebler 
and Aiyash are facing 
the violence Palmer has 
inspired. Fearing for his 
family, Aiyash has had 

to hire private security 
and report threats to the 
state attorney general’s 
office. While it is unclear 
if the threats against 
Staebler and Aiyash 
are being investigated, 
Attorney General Dana 
Nessel’s office confirmed 
to BridgeDetroit that 
investigations on threats 
made against members 
of the Wayne County 
Board of Canvassers are 
ongoing.
Unfortunately, despite 
reaching out to a number 
of Democratic leaders, 
the newly elected Muslim 
leader has felt little to no 
support as some lead-
ers dismiss his claims, 
telling him to “let it pass 
by.” While threats to 
politicians are common, 
threats on the basis of 
one’s identity and to 
their family members 
should not be taken 
lightly.
Aiyash added that the 

support he did receive 
came from other officials 
of color, including U.S. 
Rep. Rashida Tlaib, and 
members of grassroots 
organizations who un-
derstand the severity of 
Islamophobia. “Rashida 
gave me advice because 
she’s unfortunately been 
in the center of smear 
campaigns and Islam-
ophobia, but unfortu-
nately I’m being accused 
of threatening and 
inciting violence towards 
a white woman—and it’s 
not true,” Aiyash said. 
He added that the accu-
sation is a clear attempt 
to distract individuals 
from the GOP’s effort to 
silence Detroit voters. “I 
am here to advocate and 
organize on behalf of my 
community. I would do it 
20 times over to protect 
the will of the people,” he 
said.
First published on Daily 
Kos

Cont. from page 11. 
Newly Elected Muslim

Cont. from page 11. 
Muslim Prayer App
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tactic is to hire religious 
scholars to use God and 
his messenger’s name to 
decimate opposition to 
their regime. Throughout 
history, such so-called 
scholars served as foot-
soldiers to power-hungry 
dictators, declaring them 
the shadow of God.
On November 24, 2020, 
what happened in UAE 
was another example 
of scholars’ betrayal of 
Islam. They declared an 
organization that accepts 
the Quran as its manifes-
to and Prophet Muham-
mad as its role model and 
believes in Muslim em-
powerment as a terrorist 
outfit. They dared to ap-
peal to the Muslim world 
to accept their opinion 
as a religious decree and 
earn the favor of God and 
his messenger.
The UAE Fatwa Council 
outlawed Muslim Broth-
erhood Movement in a 
virtual meeting chaired 
by Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Bayyah. The members, 
drawn from different 
parts of the world, claim 
to have specialization 
in Sharia. They include 

Omar Habtoor Dheeb Al 
Darei, Shamma Youssef 
Mohammed Al Dhaheri, 
Abdullah Mohammed 
Ahmed Al Ansari and 
Ahmed Mohammed 
Ahmed Youssef Al Shehi 
from the General Author-
ity of Islamic Affairs and 
Endowments, Ahmed 
Abdulaziz Qassem Al 
Haddad from the Islamic 
Affairs and Charitable 
Activities Department in 
Dubai, Salem Moham-
med Al Dobi from the Is-
lamic Affairs Department 
in Sharjah and Ibrahim 
Obaid Ali Al Ali from the 
Umm Al Quwain Court.
Hamza Yusuf Hanson, 
director of Zaytuna 
College in California, 
and Amani Borhan Al-
Deen, chairwoman of the 
Indonesian Council of 
Scholars for Women and 
Youth Affairs, are also 
part of the Council.
In a statement, the 
scholars endorsed the 
Saudi Council of Senior 
Scholars that called the 
Muslim Brotherhood a 
disobedient and violent 
extremist group and 
blamed it for challenging 
the authorities for their 
policies.

The Fatwa Council, 
established in 2018, 
licenses Muslims to issue 
religious decrees and 
follows the UAE dictators 
in designating groups 
terrorists, anarchic or 
peaceful.
Citing verses from the 
Quran and sayings and 
practices (Sunnah) of 
Prophet Muhammad, the 
Council stated that every 
Muslim must pay alle-
giance to rulers only and 
not any organization to 
Emir. It is interesting to 
note that Sheikh Bayyah 
and Hamza Yusuf have 
followers who pay alle-
giance to them.
Egypt’s Grand Mufti 
Shawki Allam speaking 
on behalf of God, admon-
ished Muslims that it 
“is religiously forbidden” 
due to the group’s ideolo-
gies that call for inciting 
violence.
In an interview aired by 
the Sada El Balad TV, 
he said that all terrorist 
groups like the Muslim 
Brotherhood represent 
“a threat,” and there 
is religious backing for 
prohibiting people from 
belonging to terrorist 
groups.

The government-spon-
sored scholars believe 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
never showed any care 
of Islamic creed, or the 
domains of knowledge 
related to the Quran or 
Sunnah, for its sole goal 
is to grab the reins of 
power.”
The Saudi Council of 
Senior Scholars also held 
the organization respon-
sible for the emergence 
of many extremist and 
terrorist outfits, an argu-
ment that Zionists and 
Christian evangelists 
and Hindutva fascists 
use against Islam.
The organization banned 
in Saudi Arabia, UAE, 
Syria, Bahrain, and 
Syria emerged in the 
1920s in Egypt under the 
leadership of Hassan al 
Banna.
It believes in reform, 
democracy, freedom of 
assembly, press and 
equality etc.
It believes that political 
reform is the genuine 
and natural gateway for 
all other kinds of reform. 
It acknowledges political 
pluralism, the peaceful 
rotation of power, and 
the fact that the na-

tion is the source of all 
change. Political reform, 
in its views, includes the 
termination of the state 
of emergency, restoring 
public freedoms, includ-
ing the right to establish 
political parties, whatev-
er their tendencies may 
be, and the autonomy 
of the press, freedom of 
criticism and thought, 
freedom of peaceful 
demonstrations, freedom 
of assembly, etc. It also 
includes the dismantling 
of all extra-judicial courts 
and the annulment of 
all exceptional laws. It 
believes in establishing 
the independence of the 
judiciary, enabling the 
bench to fully and truly 
supervise general elec-
tions to ensure that they 
authentically express 
people’s will, removing 
all obstacles that restrict 
the functioning of civil 
society organizations, etc.
The despotic rulers of the 
Gulf do not believe in de-
mocracy and freedom of 
expression. The driving 
force behind the religious 
decree is the danger they 
perceive from a peo-
ple-based organization.

Cont. from page 1. 
Despots’ Scholars

assistance with family 
members’ immigration to 
the United States,” Kas-
sem wrote in the court 
papers. “In each case, the 
agents relied upon what 
they assumed would be 
the irresistible coercion 
of the No Fly List,” he 
added.
Years after the lawsuit 
was filed, the Depart-
ment of Homeland 
Security removed their 
names and told the men 
that there was “no rea-
son” why the three could 
no longer take flights, 
CNBC reported. Howev-
er, the three continued to 
press for financial dam-
ages because they had 
been “prohibited from 
flying, sometimes when 
they were headed to visit 
loved ones or to start a 
new job, or on their way 
home from a trip abroad, 
stranding them over-
seas.”
While the initial case 
was thrown out by a 
trial judge in 2016 on 
the basis that the men 
couldn’t sue individual 
FBI agents in a per-
sonal capacity, a Man-
hattan-based 2nd U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals 

revived the case in 2018, 
ruling that federal law 
allows individual fed-
eral officers to be sued 
for damages. This pro-
gressed to the Supreme 
Court after an appeal 
in which the Justice 
Department claimed 
that if the ruling were to 
stand, countless lawsuits 
against federal employ-
ees would deter them 
from doing their work. 
The employees listed in 
this statement included 
national security officials, 
criminal investigators, 
and correctional officers.
According to The Hill, 
the no-fly list, which was 
established before the 
Sept. 11 attacks, is a fed-
eral watchlist designed 
to prohibit air travel to, 
from, and over the U.S. 
by suspected terrorists. 
Over the years the list 
has expanded significant-
ly, with more than 80,000 
names listed. Civil rights 
groups have repeatedly 
sued the government 
over the list due to the 
innocent names that 
have been included. 
While the ruling of this 
case is a win for these 
groups, unfortunately, 
not all the people on this 
blacklist are able to sue 
as they are not U.S. cit-

izens like the three men 
in this case.
All three men had dif-
ferent but traumatizing 
situations that were 
detailed in the case. The 
lead plaintiff in the case, 
Tanvir, was working as 
a long-distance truck 
driver in New York, a 
job that required him to 
fly home after driving 
long distances, when 
he learned he was on 
the list in 2010. During 
this time, he was re-
fused entry to a flight 
in Atlanta. FBI agents 
then drove him to a bus 
station instead and had 
him complete a 24-hour 
journey home. Not only 
did being on the list cost 
Tanvir his job because he 
was unable to fly home 
after long-distances, 
but he was also unable 
to visit his ill mother in 
Pakistan for years. The 
other two men shared 
similar stories of being 
unable to work efficiently 
because their jobs re-
quired traveling.
The victory served as 
not only a civil rights 
milestone but as relief 
for the men who experi-
enced this trauma. While 
money cannot change the 
experiences they’ve had, 

such a victory can help 
others who follow.
“It is a soaring feeling,” 
Tanvir said in a state-
ment released by the 
Center for Constitutional 
Rights. “I made my life 
in this country, so this 
is important not just for 
me, but for everybody. 
I don’t want the same 
thing that the FBI did to 
me to happen to others.”
Shinwari, a manufac-
turing contractor who 
came to the U.S. with 
his father from Afghan-
istan when he was 14, 
expressed similar joy. 
His name on the no-fly 
list not only prevented 
him from doing his work, 
but from visiting his wife 
who was in Afghanistan 
at the time.
“I feel extremely happy 
and content. All praise 
belongs to Allah. This is 
a great victory for every 
voiceless Muslim and 
non-Muslim against hate 
and oppression and … I 
hope that this is a warn-
ing to [the] FBI and other 
agencies that they will 
be held responsible for 
… traumatizing people 
and ruining their lives,” 
Shinwari told NPR.
Kassem, who also serves 
as a professor at The City 

University of New York 
School of Law, noted the 
courage of the three men 
for standing up for their 
religious freedom, add-
ing: “the Court’s unani-
mous decision also sends 
a clear message to FBI 
agents who should think 
twice now before abusing 
the power to put people 
on the No-Fly List.”
Government agents, no 
matter at what level, 
must be held accountable 
for their actions. Racism 
and discrimination on 
any basis should not and 
cannot be tolerated any 
longer in the U.S. “To-
day’s unanimous #SCO-
TUS decision is a victory 
for American Muslims 
and all people of faith,” 
the Council on Ameri-
can-Islamic Relations 
(CAIR) said in a state-
ment posted to Twitter. 
“We can, should and 
must continue to hold 
government agents fully 
responsible for engaging 
in religious discrimina-
tion.”

Republished from Dai-
ly Kos

Cont. from page 2. 
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December 14,2020. In 
final phase 3 clinical 
trial there were 43,000 
participants from 150 
clinical sites in many 
different countries. This 
vaccine is considered safe 
and effective with only 
minor side effects like 
fatigue, headache and 
body aches. There were 
two patients with aller-
gic reaction in England. 
Therefore, it is suggested 
that people with signifi-
cant allergic reaction to a 
vaccine, medicine or food 
should not receive this 
vaccine. 

The second major vaccine 
to be approved soon has 
been developed by Mod-
erna. It is also a messen-
ger RNA-based vaccine 
which is 94.5% effective 
with minor side effect. 
In phase 3 trial they had 
30,000 participants. The 
vaccine was found to be 
effective against severe 
COVID-19 cases in 100 
percent of cases. The 
second dose will be given 
21 days after the first.
According to Pew Re-
search Center, Amer-
icans who intend to 
receive the vaccine varies 
depending on their race 
and ethnic origin. In gen-
eral 60 percent of people 

surveyed said they would 
get it while 39 percent 
would not. It seems to 
be a case of fear of the 
unknown. After drug 
companies have both 
worked tirelessly day 
and night at warp speed 
to develop these vaccine 
in record time, people are 
reluctant to take it. It is 
found to be safe, effec-
tive and will save lives. 
These vaccines have gone 
through very thorough 
review and vigorous trial 
before approval.  The 
benefit vastly outweighs 
any side effects that pa-
tient might encounter.   
We need everyone to get 
involved in promoting 

these vaccines which are 
safe effective and will 
save lives. These efforts 
should include public 
health campaign , hos-
pital facilities, primary 
care providers as well as 
a healthcare workers to 
spread the word about 
safety and effectiveness 
of the vaccines. The 
vaccine administration 
priority will be decided 
by the CDC with health-
care worker and nursing 
home residents going 
first.
Let us all get vaccinated. 
Side effects are minimal 
including mild fatigue, 
headache and body ache. 
The only way to eradi-

cate this menace is mass 
vaccination. The protec-
tion from the vaccine is 
supposed to last for at 
least 3-months. MercyO-
ne is awaiting Moderna 
vaccine to be available 
before administration 
process can begin. More 
announcement will follow 
soon. There may not be 
enough vaccine to give it 
to general public until at 
least january 2021.
Even after vaccination 
basic rules will still apply 
including wearing a 
mask outside of homes, 
social distancing, fre-
quent hand washing and 
avoiding social gathering.

Cont. from page 1. 
Get Vaccinated

masterminds behind the 
vaccine and BioNTech 
are scientists Dr. Ugur 
Sahin and Dr. Ozlem 
Türeci, a married cou-
ple who have dedicated 
their lives to studying 
oncology and infectious 
diseases. Together the 
Muslim couple has spent 
years creating immu-
notherapy treatments 
for diseases like cancer. 
While media outlets 
were quick to highlight 
Pfizer’s announcement 
of the upcoming vaccine, 
it wasn’t until recently 
that the couples’ names 
became known in every-
day households.
The couple’s extensive 
research in the field of 
modified genetic code 
has allowed them to be 
the powerhouse behind 
the world’s first effective 
coronavirus vaccine. 
According to CNN, the 
vaccine uses “never-be-
fore-approved technology 
called RNA or mRNA, to 
spark an immune re-
sponse in people who are 
vaccinated.”
The development is being 
called the “greatest med-
ical advance” in the last 
100 years by companies 
like Pfizer, making the 
couple historic pioneers. 
Not only is the vaccine 
the fastest one ever de-
veloped, but its efficacy is 
much higher than virolo-
gists ever hoped for. As a 
result, the couple’s com-
pany BioNTech has seen 

a significant increase in 
worth, which now sits at 
almost $4 billion.
“It could be the begin-
ning of the end of the 
Covid era,” Sahin told 
The New York Times 
Tuesday. In an earlier 
interview, he noted that 
“There are not too many 
companies on the planet 
which have the capacity 
and the competence to 
do it so fast as we can do 
it. So it felt not like an 
opportunity, but a duty 
to do it, because I real-
ized we could be among 
the first coming up with 
a vaccine.”
He added that the 
partnership BioNTech 
created with Pfizer was 
personal from the start. 
Prior to collaborating 
on the COVID-19 vac-
cine, the two companies 
worked together on a flu 
vaccine in 2018. Sahin 
then bonded well with 
Albert Bourla, the Greek 
chief executive of Pfizer, 
over shared backgrounds 
and identities as both 
scientists and immi-
grants.
“We realized that he is 
from Greece, and that 
I’m from Turkey,” Dr. 
Sahin said, without 
mentioning their native 
countries’ long-running 
antagonism. “It was very 
personal from the very 
beginning.”
Both Sahin and Türeci 
were born in Turkey and 
immigrated to Germany 
at a young age. But their 

paths to medicine dif-
fered greatly. While Sa-
hol was the child of a car 
factory worker, Türeci 
grew up with a surgeon 
as a father. Their shared 
passion for medical and 
disease research allowed 
their paths to cross 
while pursuing medi-
cine. Despite the couple’s 
historic accomplish-
ments, they still remain 
humble and dedicated 
to helping others above 
all. “I don’t have a car. 
I’m not going to buy a 
plane,” Sahin told The 
Washington Post, not-
ing that the company’s 
monetary value does not 
affect the couple. “What’s 
life-changing is to be able 
to impact something in 
the medical field.”
When asked about 
being role models for 
future generations of 
Germans with migrant 
backgrounds, the couple 
noted the importance 
of equality and not 
assuming one race is 
more intelligent than 
another. “I am not sure 
I really want that. I 
think we need a global 
vision that gives every-
one an equal chance. 
Intelligence is equally 
distributed across all 
ethnicities, that’s what 
all the studies show. As 
a society, we have to ask 
ourselves how we can 
give everyone a chance 
to contribute to society. I 
am an accidental exam-
ple of someone with a 
migration background. I 

could have equally been 
German or Spanish,” Sa-
hin told The Guardian.
A year before they mar-
ried, Türeci and Sahin 
founded their first phar-
maceutical company, 
Ganymed Pharmaceu-
ticals, in 2001. Having 
been drawn together 
over a shared passion 
for medical research, 
the couple set out to use 
immunotherapy in can-
cer vaccines. According 
to the Times, they even 
began their wedding day 
in a research lab, attend-
ed the ceremony, then 
returned back to work. “I 
understood that what we 
can offer cancer patients 
at the hospitals is not 
much, and we could do 
more by bringing new 
discoveries to the pa-
tient’s bedside,” Türeci 
told LABIOTECH in a 
2017 interview. “In 2008, 
we recognized another 
platform had reached 
a maturity point where 
they had to be acceler-
ated towards individ-
ualized vaccines, and 
BioNTech was founded,” 
Türeci added.
According to Reuters, 
an article published in 
The Lancet in January 
on Wuhan’s outbreak 
sparked Sahin’s interest 
in a COVID-19 vaccine 
and how BioNTech’s 
work could be applicable. 
This led to a partnership 
with Pfizer in March.
The vaccine has left 
health officials and sci-

entists feeling optimistic 
after it outperformed ex-
pectations in phase three 
of trials. “If the question 
is whether we can stop 
this pandemic with this 
vaccine, then my answer 
is: yes, because I believe 
that even protection only 
from symptomatic infec-
tions will have a dramat-
ic effect,” ?ahin said told 
The Guardian.
While the trials do not 
guarantee the vaccine 
will prevent transmis-
sion of the virus, this de-
velopment has been the 
most effective one yet.
“The vaccine hinders 
Covid-19 from gaining 
access to our cells. But 
even if the virus manag-
es to find a way in, then 
the T-cells bash it over 
the head and eliminate 
it. We have trained the 
immune system very 
well to perfect these two 
defensive moves. We now 
know that the virus can’t 
defend itself against 
these mechanisms,” Sa-
hin said.
As people live in fear 
while the coronavirus 
pandemic impacts mil-
lions across the world, 
news of this couple’s 
achievements brings 
hope. As of this report, 
more than 52.9 million 
people have been in-
fected with COVID-19 
and at least 1.2 million 
have died worldwide as a 
result, according to The 
New York Times data-
base.
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